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Wednesday, March 4  
Megillah Reading promptly at 5:45 pm. 

Costume Contest      Singing!                  

Food and Fun! 

Family friendly, come one, come all! 

Dinner $7 Children age 5 & under—Free 
RSVP office@bzcongregation.com 

Menu 
 

Spinach Triangles 

Bagel Pizzas 

Deviled Eggs 

Salad Bar 

Hummus  

with Pita Chips & Crudité 

Hamantaschen  

(Baked by BSI classes) 

Root Beer/Coke Floats 

Featuring the Purim version of the song Featuring the Purim version of the song Featuring the Purim version of the song Featuring the Purim version of the song     
“Time Warp“Time Warp“Time Warp“Time Warp!”  

Women Women Women Women About About About About WomenWomenWomenWomen    
Tuesday, March 10: 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, March 10: 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, March 10: 6:30 p.m.Tuesday, March 10: 6:30 p.m.    

The Pottery Place (103 Cherokee Blvd.)  The Pottery Place (103 Cherokee Blvd.)  The Pottery Place (103 Cherokee Blvd.)  The Pottery Place (103 Cherokee Blvd.)  

We’ll be making Miriam’s Cups for our 

seder tables at $20 per person.   

Please RSVP! office@bzcongregation.com 

B’nai Zion Office Hours 

Tuesday – Friday 

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Any addi�onal �me, by appointment only. 

Community Seder—Saturday, April 4  

“Let all who are hungry, come and eat” 

 6:15 pm Arrival and welcome; “Seder” begins at 6:30 pm. 

Ea�ng dinner by 6:45. 

Our spiritual and meaningful seder will be led by Rabbi Tendler.  

Children’s program led by Jason Cathcart, Dir. of Congrega�onal Learning. 

Adults $36 (nonmembers $45);  Children ages 13-18 $15 

Children age 12 & under $10   

RSVP by March 27 to office@bzcongrega�on.com 
 

Clean the Kitchen for Pesach 
Sunday, March 22: 9:30 a.m.  

Join members of the Men’s Club for the annual cleaning  

of the BZ Kitchen for Pesach! 
 

Selling Hametz for Pesach—form on page 9 

 

The Rabbinic Assembly Pesach Guide is available 

online at www.tinyurl.com/ngl89x9.  Copies available at BZ. 
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How many of you are familiar with Texas A&M’s 12th Man?  This is a 

reference to the noise level of the Aggie fans at their home stadium as 

the fans cheer on the home team during a football game.  The noise 

level is a challenge to visiting teams who have to contend with the 

fan’s exuberance if they want to compete.  In the Jewish religion we 

have the Home of the 10th Man or Woman, which reminds me of a story:  

 

“What is your business?” asked the judge of the witness, a little bearded elderly Jewish man. 

“I’m a Minyan-man.” 

“What’s that?” asked the judge. 

“When there are nine persons in the synagogue and I join them, there are ten,” answered the 

elderly man. 

“What kind of talk is that?” snapped the judge, impatiently.  “When there are nine persons 

in a room, and I join them, there are also ten.” 

A look of delight appeared on the elderly Jew’s face.  Bending over towards the judge he 

asked in a confidential whisper, “Ah, you are also Jewish?” 

 

You probably have read recently, or have heard via the grapevine, that the date and 

time for B’nai Zion’s Minyan service has changed from Tuesday to Wednesday 

evenings at 6:00 PM. This was done for two reasons: 

• To enable parents of the Wednesday, Hebrew School students to attend 

Minyan with their children; and 

• To enable B’nai Zion’s teachers to take advantage of the Minyan service as an 

additional teaching aid. 

Parents who participate in the Minyan service with their children are helping reinforce 

the teachings and importance of prayer.  By attending the Minyan service, the parent is 

demonstrating to his/her children the importance of this treasured Jewish practice of 

prayer. Attending this brief service provides all of us with an opportunity to perform a 

true Mitzvah, a good deed, and who doesn’t need one of those on our ledger? 

There are those in our community who come to synagogue for the Minyan service to 

remember loved ones through the Kaddish prayer, seeking comfort and solace.  So, 

your presence and that of your children helps support those during their time of 

emotional need.  And who does not enjoy seeing our youngest members, our future 

generation, at a service? 

So, while we all can’t be or maybe don’t want to be Texas Aggies and part of the 12th 

Man, we can be part of the 10th Man Team by being a “Minyan-man or woman.”  The 

next time you come to pick-up your children at Hebrew School I hope that you set 

aside a few minutes from your busy day to participate in this special Mitzvah, and 

attend Minyan with your children.  � 
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Message from Our President 
by Steven Sherman 

“Also a Minyan Man”  

Yom HaShoah  April 16, 2015   27 Nisan 5775 

Have 
you 
received 
your 
yellow 
candle? 
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Message from Our  Rabbi 
by Rabbi Susan Tendler 

The festival of 

freedom? How 

the burden of 

cleaning can lead 

to redemption. 

The Torah tells us 

that our ancestors left Egypt in such 

haste that there was no time for the 

bread to rise and therefore:  

 

“Seven days, no leaven is to be found in 

your houses. Whoever eats food with 

chametz in it is to be cut off from the 

community of Isra’el — it doesn’t matter 

whether he is a foreigner or a citizen of the 

land. 20 Eat nothing with chametz in it. 

Wherever you live, eat matzah… Matzahis 

to be eaten throughout the seven days; 

neither chametz nor leavening agents are 

to be seen with you throughout your 

territory. On that day you are to tell your 

son, ‘It is because of what HASHEM did 

for me when I left Egypt.” 

 

Jewish law therefore prohibits a 

Jewish person from owning, eating, 

seeing, or deriving any benefit from 

anything made out of five major 

grains (wheat, barley, spelt, oats, and 

rye) (Exodus 12:19, 13:7) on Passover. 

For years, people got rid of any trace 

of these grains, i.e. chametz, before the 

holiday began. And while this is 

certainly the source of spring-cleaning, 

spring-cleaning does not even begin to 

describe the intensity.   

After all, for observant Jews, this 

cleaning marathon is as central to 

Passover as matzah. Virtually every 

surface--refrigerator, dishwasher, 

drawers--can contain chametz, not to 

mention under and behind, and 

therefore is subject to scouring. "One 

crumb can make everything non-

kosher," said Rabbi Sholem Fishbane, 

director of kosher supervision for the 

Chicago Rabbinical Council, "which is 

why people go a little crazy." Then the 

special dishes, silverware, pots and 

pans--even stoves--reserved for just this 

one week a year are hauled out of 

storage. 

Sound like the path to freedom? I 

must say, that each year, somewhere 

along the line, I do find a sense of deep 

appreciation.  When else would I move 

my refrigerator to be disgusted by the 

accumulation?  And then laugh as I 

consider what it would look like if I did 

not move it each year.  As well, come 

Purim, I try to stop buying chametz and 

make a game of figuring out how to 

reduce the amount I own as much as 

possible. I appreciate the urge to sort 

through the  food that accumulated 

during the year and unburden myself of 

it all. 

And this is the crux of it all (or shall 

I say the crust of it all???)!  In the end it’s 

not really all about your house, it’s 

about the spiritual cleaning within. It’s 

about getting to a spiritual cleanliness 

and lack of burden. It’s about renewal 

and simplicity. As the birds start to sing 

and the farmer’s market opens, our 

tradition encourages us to look around 

us, and eat more simply from the earth—

fresh vegetables, eggs, potatoes, and 

such.   

Whether you keep “kosher” (fit) all 

year round or not, Passover is different 

for all these reasons and more.  The 

preparation heightens our own 

anticipation and experience.  As I often 

say, nothing meaningful was ever easy.  

To feel free, to experience redemption is 

momentous and therefore cannot come 

out of nowhere or we would lack 

appreciation.  And so we prepare.  Some 

do spring cleaning.  Some remove their 

chametz from their main pantry. Some 

change dishes.  Some avoid eating 

“chametz” and prepare special foods.  

Everyone finds their own place on the 

continuum. That said, I urge each of 

you this year, in preparation, to consider 

selling your chametz, to give up 

ownership of it for the duration of the 

festival, figuratively and literally. 

Originally, this loophole pertained to 

those who sold or traded food or later 

liquor, to avoid financial duress when it 

came to Passover. As early as the third 

century CE , if a person didn't want to 

throw out or could not use us all of his/

her chametz before Passover, it could be 

sold to a non-Jew, provided the sale was a 

real sale (even if it was intended to be 

bought back at the end of the festival). 

Back then, the chametz was physically 

removed from the property but it became 

a practical nightmare and so today we 

leave it in a specified place in our homes 

so that we can come to a place that the 

chametz isn't yours, and the individual 

buying it must really think that (s)he can 

consume it.  This understanding, this 

letting go, is a central part of having a 

chag kasher v’sameach (happy and fit 

holiday) as we traditionally greet each 

other.  So strong is our tradition’s belief 

in this concept that any chametz not sold, 

even if kosher becomes automatically not 

kosher if not sold during the holiday. 

Please fill out the “Selling Hametz for 

Pesach” form on page 9 and allow me to 

sell your chametz this holiday season. And 

while you are at it, consider fulfilling 

another mitzvah known as "Maot Chitim", 

providing the poor with the funds to 

celebrate the holiday.  Any donations (as 

small as a dollar) will go to providing 

seder meals for those who cannot afford 

seder for themselves. And on that note, if 

you would like to attend our seder but 

find it financially prohibitive, PLEASE 

let me know, so I can quietly and 

discreetly, apply some of these funds to 

remove that burden. 

Wishing you all a chag kasher 

v’sameach! A wonderful, freeing and 

kosher holiday! � 

Volunteers needed for the 

front office.  We need 

people who can commit to 

volunteering on a weekly 

basis.  We also need 

volunteers for occasional 

special projects.   

Please contact Amy Snetman 

at snetwoman@gmail.com 



 

 

4   BZ Voice    March 2015 

Message from Our Director  
of Congregational Learning 
by Jason Cathcart 

Visitors are great, any time of the year 

 

One of the things I love about working in this 

congregation is that we do an amazing job 

welcoming visitors.  We learn about the mitzvah of 

hachnasat orchim (welcoming guests) early in the 

Torah from Abraham.  When he encounters 

visitors wandering through the desert, Abraham 

invites them into his home, helps them get clean 

and refreshed and feeds them.  What a beautiful 

thing that Abraham does.  What a role model for 

our own behavior when welcoming visitors into our 

community and our congregational home. 

 

On March 13 & 14, 

we’ll welcome 27 

students (8-12th 

grade) and 5 staff 

from Adat Shalom 

Synagogue in 

Farmington Hills, 

Michigan.  As part of 

their Hebrew High 

School program, the 

students will be 

visiting the 

Children’s Holocaust 

Memorial in 

Whitwell, TN and then spending Shabbat here at 

B’nai Zion.  A group of students from this school 

participated in this same trip in 2007.  The impact 

our congregation made on them was significant and 

they are very excited to be coming back to B’nai 

Zion.  We are looking for several community 

members to house the students for Shabbat.  We'll 

be providing meals (Friday night dinner, Saturday 

lunch & dinner), but would love a chance for them 

to interact with some Chattanooga and B'nai Zion 

families.  If you would be willing to host 2 or more 

teens, please let me know as soon as possible.  I 

hope you will welcome them and share your 

experiences of southern Jewish living. 

March  

BSI at a Glance  

3/4 Chaverim, Chalutzim & 

Kochavim 

3/7 Junior Congregation  

(Grades 3-6) 

3/11 Gan, Chaverim, 

Chalutzim & Kochavim 

3/18 Chaverim, Chalutzim & 

Kochavim 

3/21 Super-Sized Shabbat: incl. 

Mini Minyan, Junior 

Congregation & Bagrut 

(See below) 

3/25 Gan, Chaverim, 

Chalutzim & Kochavim 

Join us for our new Shabbat Morning program on 

March 21: 
Mini-Minyan - 10:30 to 11:15 AM 

(for Pre-K to 2nd grade)  

Junior Congregation - 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

(for 3rd to 6th grade) 

Bagrut—10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

(for 8th to 10th grade) 
 

We will celebrate Shabbat through tefillah, 

hands-on learning, study and games!  


